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Overview and Rationale
First-year journalism students need to hone their interviewing skills in a non-threatening environment. They also need to build a solid relationship with the principal and other authoritiy figures of the school, who need to see them engaged in a professional activity.
Goals for Understanding
· Essential Questions 

· How is a good interview conducted? 

· Critical Engagement Questions 

· How important is it to have questions prepared in advance? 

· How important is it to have done research prior to the interview?

· How does a good reporter ask relevant follow-up questions?

Overviews and Timeline

Activity 1 (One 60-minute class)

Discuss the importance of getting good interviews to enhance a news story. Have students prepare a list of 10 questions about the topic they will be discussing with the principal (or other authority figure). Prepare the students for the group interview by reviewing the importance of politeness and objectivity. During the final 30 minutes of the class, have the students do research on the topic using the school newspaper archives or the Internet.

Activity 2 (One 60-minute class)
· Invite the principal or other authority figure to visit the journalism class to talk about a specific topic that is a hot-button issue in your school. Examples might include the dress code, censorship, re-zoning – whatever is crucial at your school that you will include in your next issue anyway. Students spend the hour asking questions and taking notes, obtaining good quotes, listening to each other, asking follow-up questions.

Activity 3 (One 60-minute classes)
Students will come to class with their notes and type their interview into a good   news story.


· Students will edit each other’s articles and print a final copy.

. 
Assessment (One 60-minute class)

The editor-in-chief will read all the articles and choose the best one to be published in the next issue. The article chosen will be presented on an overhead projector and discussed in detail to show why it is superior to the others. Students will evaluate their own articles in comparison to the one chosen.

Follow-Up

·  When the paper is distributed, invite the principal (or other authority figure) back to the class as you critique the issue. Ask him or her to comment on the article for which he or she was interviewed and have him or her assess the accuracy of content, the depth of research and the over-all handling of an issue of importance to the school.
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